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Media Release
The Hon Iz Macfarlane, HP

S July 2002

MOSCOW TALKS ON AUSTRALIAN LAUNCH PAD

Australan and Russian leadets vl st dowen nest week to finalse negotiations on the use of tha
Aurora space launch vehicle on Christmas Island.

[mdustry Minister, 1an Macfarlane, wil spand two days in Moscow dearing the way for the
arbitious project in talks with the Russizn Space Agency,

"Wia are vary cloee to setting the bllataral arrangemant with the Russians for safaguarding and
icensing laurch technologies for wse on Cheistrnzs Tdand,” sacd Mr Macfzilare.

The protocok ane 90 par cant agreed onwhat will be the first full foraign deployment of Russan
launch vehicles,

"W nzed o protect the Aurara launch technologles in accordance with our comnibments under
the Missle Technology Control Regime | and 22 in any intermational agreement, there are particulzr
securiby cancarrs on both sides that must be respacted in tha final negotiation.”

"Russiz abndously weants o protect the technolgy that wil be wsed on the islznd while we want
bo ersure Australiz can manage its soveraion interests n the ganersl conduct of aperations on

Christrnas [sland,” he said,

The Christrmzs Tdand project would praoceed under the auspicas of the general space cooperation
agreement signed by the two Governments on 23 May 2001,

Thres further protocols are Being negotisted specificzlly to manage techralogy safequards znd
licensing mattars associsted with the proposed Christrmas Tsland spaceport,

"Aukralia recagrises the sensithitias that Russia feals around transfering its launch tachnologies
for us= on Austrdian =oil, In tum T shall be putting to the Russians the needs of the Austrakan
Govamment to admirster o soveregn nterests.”

“I% is wital that both nationg positions are accommcdated to owr mutual sstisfaction — the
Christmas [sland project can not procesd without this. I'm sure agreement will be possbe with
goodwil and commitrment fram both sides,” said Mr Macfarlane.

Last vear the then Mnister for Industry, Senabor Mick Minchin, announced a povernment incentie

of $100 rmilion to assst Asla Pacfic Space Cantre with the develpment of the space launch
Facilty on Christrnzs sland,

Media contact: Kirsty Boazman, 02 62777530 ar 0412171444,
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